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Robert L. Rispoli
Talk about a multi-tasker and an

overachiever. In his
first run for political
office, the IP attor-
ney won a seat on

the Windsor Town
Council. He was the top vote-
getter among the non-incum-
bent Republican candidates.

Mark McQuillan
State education commis-
sioner tells court he would
like “authority” to order sub-
urban districts to accept
Hartford schoolkids. It’s about
time someone stepped up
and offered to jump-start
Sheff desegregation efforts.

Michael Mukasey
We hate to speak
ill of a Yale guy,
but the new AG
coming into office
is someone

stained by the waterboarding
controversy.
Not exactly
the white
knight every-
one was look-
ing for after
the messy
Alberto
Gonzalez era.

Stephen and Norton
Feinstein
How’s this for a bad parental
role model? Norton, a 78-
year-old lawyer, was sen-
tenced to 12 years in prison
for stealing nearly $1 million
from clients. His accomplice?
His son, Stephen, 48, who
got two years.

Wake-Up Call
For Overzealous
Prosecutors

This just in from the state
Supreme Court: Oversleeping is
not a crime.

Our tale features Ayanna
Khadijah of Norwalk, who dri-
ves around all night delivering
newspapers. One morning in
2003 she came home and
plopped on the couch to await a
10:45 a.m. hearing on a drug
charge. She dozed off, awoke to
a frantic call from her lawyer
and rushed to court 43 minutes
late.

There was no mercy.
Khadijah was convicted of fail-
ure to appear. But the Appellate
Court overturned the convic-
tion, ruling that a sleeping per-
son cannot be considered to
have willfully avoided a court
appearance. “Oversleeping,
under the law, is not something
you do on purpose,” explained
her attorney, Mary Anne Royle.

Unfazed, prosecutors pressed
their sophisticated legal argu-
ment: Khadijah should have set
an alarm or brewed some coffee.
On Nov. 9, long after the drug
charges had been dropped,
Supreme Court justices dis-
missed the oversleeping case.

Firm Serves
Clients While
Saving The Earth 

True or false: The only green
that big law firms care about is
the color of money. At Edwards
Angell Palmer & Dodge, the
correct answer would be F.

When the firm moves its
Hartford office to Church Street
next spring, the roomier digs
will feature environmentally
friendly features. A sampling:
Sensors to automatically modu-
late lighting. Waterless urinals.
Wall paneling and floors made
of bamboo, which re-grows
faster than hardwood. Recycled

glass wall panels and recycled
concrete countertops.

Edwards Angell hopes to be
one of the first law firms to earn
Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design certifica-
tion from the U.S. Green
Building Council.

Saying he had “paid the price” for a bad decision, state Sen. Louis DeLuca resigned last week rather
than face a subpoena seeking tapes of conversations between the Woodbury Republican and an
undercover agent. In June, DeLuca pleaded guilty to conspiring to threaten his grandson-in-law,
whom he suspected of abusing his granddaughter. A special Senate panel considering legislative
sanctions against DeLuca had sought the tapes.  

2 • INADMISSIBLE

Go Figure
• A major 2007 report on human trafficking in
Connecticut
• A Statewide Grievance Committee report on the
first case in which a state audit found inaccurate
client ledgers at a law practice
• Documents from a Greenwich Freedom of
Information Commission case involving homeland
security and trade secrets.

Verbatim

“Pakistani lawyers
and judges, at
great personal
risk, are demand-
ing that the gov-
ernment stop its
assault on the
legal system.”

— CBA President
William H. Prout Jr., 
criticizing the suspension of
the constitution, the deten-

tion of judges and the
abandonment of the rule of

law in Pakistan.

What’s Online

losing $2,000 in Texas hold ‘em
games,” he said.

The Connecticut Council on
Problem Gambling hosted a
recent conference featuring
Farrell, who offers compulsive
gamblers a chance to avoid jail
by getting into diversion pro-
grams that treat their addiction.

The council wants the state to
consider creating a gambling
court. Rep. Michael Lawlor, co-
chair of the legislature’s
Judiciary Committee, didn’t dis-
miss the idea. But he’s wary of
cluttering the system with spe-
cialty courts.

Judge Delivers
Message With 
A Poker Face

A few years ago, municipal
Judge Mark Farrell of Amherst,
N.Y., noticed a rash of car
thefts, larcenies and other
crimes committed by unlikely
suspects. An expert he called in
determined that gambling was
the common link.

And so Farrell established the
first gambling treatment court
in the U.S.. “I’ve had people in
my court, 18 or 20 years old,

$82,000
Raise for federal judges pro-

posed by U.S. Sen. Patrick
Leahy of Vermont, who is

chairman of the Senate
Judiciary Committee. Judges

and lawmakers currently
make the same amount .
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